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in so dishonoured a calling was a measure of despera-
tion only justified by an iron concept of duty or a spirit
of revenge.

Such was the material with which General von
Seeckt had to deal. " Depoliticalisation" of the
Reichswehr, was the cry of the Social Democrats,
thinking of the Nationalist elements who did not
conceal their hatred of the new regime; and the same
demand was made by the Moderates who feared the
disintegrating forces of Communism. It was indeed
General von Seeckt's chief aim to depoliticalise the
Reichswehr, but not to gratify the Left or the Moderate
Democrats. He absolutely forbade any participation
in political demonstrations, he ruthlessly punished
any soldier who was drawn into the conflict of
opinions that went on outside; indeed he cut off the
Reichswehr, as a body, completely from the Germany
that was convulsively talcing shape. Carefully and
deliberately he built up an organism, a power in the
State, an instrument that should serve no party, but the
concept of the State as he understood it, and thus, too,
the concept of power in a then powerless State.

In times of confusion, limits that he himself had set
were sometimes broken through. In times of Com-
munist disorder there was a good deal of overt sym-
pathy with the Nationalist organisations; in the
conflict over Upper Silesia this feeling developed into
a concerted plan of campaign, and during the occupa-
tion of the Ruhr the Black Reichswehr maintained a
subterranean existence. " People do things in troubled
times that they would not do in normal circumstances,"
observed General von Seeckt, on one occasion, when
summing up those years. But in point of fact all this